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WHEEL BALANCER

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/413,398, filed Mar. 6, 2012 now abandoned,
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

The invention relates generally to the field of devices for
balancing wheel and tire assemblies. Balancing a wheel and
tire assembly, such as that used on aircraft and other vehicles,
typically refers to placing weight on the wheel such that the
assembly spins in use without causing vibration or uneven
wear. The current invention relates specifically to an appara-
tus and method for use in determining where weight should be
distributed about a wheel when balancing a wheel and tire
assembly.

SUMMARY

The present invention is defined by the claims below.
According to one embodiment, a wheel balancer includes a
cable, a piston, and a base. The piston has proximal and distal
ends and a hollow interior area for passing the cable there-
through. The base similarly has proximal and distal ends and
a hollow interior area for passing the cable therethrough. The
piston is extendable and retractable relative to the base such
that the piston distal end is movable toward and away from the
base distul end, The cable passes through the piston inlerior
area and the base interior area and is operatively coupled to
the base. A restriction is along the hollow interior area of the
piston; the restriction is movable with the piston and forms a
pivot point for the cable.

According to another embodiment, a wheel balancer
includes a cable, a first member, and a second member. The
cable has a support end for being fastened to a support. The
first member has proximal and distal ends and a hollow inte-
rior area for passing the cable therethrough. The cable passes
through the first member interor area and is operatively
coupled to the first member such that a distance between the
cable support end and the first member distal end is generally
constant when the cable is extended. The second member is
extendable and retractable relative to the first member such
that a distal end of the second member is movable toward and
away from the first member distal end. The cable passes
through a hollow interior area of the second member. A
restriction is along the hollow interior area of the second
member; the restriction is movable with the second member
and forms a pivot point for the cable. Structure is included for
indicating orientation of the second member relative to the
cable.

According to still another embodiment, a wheel balancer
includes a cable and a base. The cable has a support end for
being fastened to a support. The base is configured for receipt
inside a wheel, and the base has proximal and distal ends and
a hollow interior area for passing the cable therethrough. The
cable passes through the base interior area and is operatively
coupled to the base such that a distance between the cable
support end and the base distal end is generally constant when
the cable is extended. A pivot point for the cable is movable
relative to the base between the base distal end and the cable
support end.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Illustrative embodiments of the present invention are
described in detail below with reference to the attached draw-
ings.
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FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a wheel balancer according
to an embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a partial view of the wheel balancer of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the wheel balancer of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4a is a cross-sectional view of part of the wheel
balancer of FIG. 1, shown in use with @ wheel and lire assem-
bly.

FIG. 4b is a partial view taken from FIG. 4a.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present invention provide wheel bal-
ancers and methods of using wheel balancers. FIGS. 1
through 4b disclose a wheel balancer 100 that may be used to
balance wheel and tire assemblies 10, such as those used on
aircraft and other vehicles.

The whee! balancer 100 includes a cable 110 having a
support end 110a (FIGS. 1 and 3) for being fastened to a
support; a base 120 (FIGS. 1-4b) having proximal and distal
ends 1204, 1205; and a pivot point 150 (FIG. 4b) for the cable
110 that is movable relative to the base 120 between the base
distal end 1205 and the cable support end 110a. Means may
be included for coupling the cable 110 to the support. For
example, a loop 112 may be formed at the cable support end
1104, a hook may be coupled to the cable support end 110a,
or any other appropriate fastening mechanisms (whether now
known or later developed) may be utilized.

Looking specifically at the base 120, the base 120 is con-
figured for receipt inside a wheel of the wheel and tire assem-
blies 10 (FIG. 4b) and may include an external lip 121 at the
distal end 1205, As shown in the drawings, the base 120 may
be configured for receipt specifically inside wheel bearings
12. However, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the
wheel bearings 12 may be removed, and thal the base 120
need not be sized for receipt inside the wheel bearings 12. The
base 120 may be constructed of metals (¢.g., aluminum, stecl,
etc.), wood, plastics, composites, and/or other appropriate
materials, and includes a hollow inlerior area 125 for passing
the cable 110 therethrough. The cable 110 extends through
the hollow interior arca 125 and is operatively coupled to the
base 120. It may be desirable for the cable 110 to be opera-
tively coupled o the base 120 al (he base distal end 1205, and
the cable 110 may be operatively coupled to the base 120 in
various ways. For example, as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4b, a
terminal end 1105 of the cable 110 may be seated in a comple-
mentary cavity 126 at the base distal end 1205. A distance
between the base distal end 1206 and the cable support end
110a is generally constant when the cable 110 is extended.

A second member (or “piston”) 140 having proximal and
distal ends 140a, 1405 is extendable and retractable relative to
the base 120 such that the distal end 1405 is movable toward
and away from the base distal end 1205. The second member
140 may be extended and retracted relative to the base 120 in
various ways; it may be particularly desirable, as shown inthe
drawings, for the members 120, 140 to be slidable relative to
one another (e.g., with the piston 140 extending inside the
base 120). Particularly in slidable embodiments, 4 snap ring
141 (FIG. 3), packing material, or other appropriate sub-
stances may aid in maintaining the position of the base 120
and the second member 140 constant relative to one another
excepl for when adjustment is desired. In other embodiments,
the members 120, 140 may be threadably connected or oth-
erwise adjustable.

As shown in FIG. 4b, the piston 140 has a hollow interior
area 145 for passing the cable 110 therethrough, and the cable
110 passes through the interior area 145. A restriction 150
along the hollow interior area 145 of the piston 140 is mov-
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able with the piston 140 and forms a pivot point for the cable
110. While the restriction 150 may be at various locations
alongthe interior area 145, it may be particularly desirable for
the restriction 150 to be at the distal end 1405. The piston 140
may be constructed of metals (e.g., aluminum, steel, etc.),
wood, plastics, composites, and/or other appropriate materi-
als.

Structure (e.g., at the piston proximal end 140a) may be
desirable for indicating orientation of the piston 140 (and the
accompanying base 120) relative to the cable 110. Various
structure may be ufilized, such as a circular opening 155
(FIGS. 1 and 2). If a circular opening 155 is not used, indicia
(e.g., crosshairs) on the structure may be particularly helpful
in indicating orientation; however, indicia may be used with a
circular opening 155 as well. For embodiments with the cir-
cular opening 155, the cable 110 may pass through a center-
point of the circular opening 155 when the cable 110 extends
linearly from the base distal end 1205 to past the piston
proximal end 140a.

A retaining nut 160 (shown throughout the drawings) and
bushings 170 (FIGS. 1, 3, and 4b) may be included for han-
dling and attachment purposes. The retaining nut 160 may, for
example, be removably coupled to the base 120 adjacent the
base proximal end 120a, and may keep the base 120 in the
wheel and tire assemblies 10 while handling. The bushings
170 may allow the base 120 to be used with wheel and tire
assemblies 10 having different axle sizes, as described in
further detail below.

In use, the wheel balancer 100 may initially appear as set
forth in FIG. 1. For a wheel and tire assembly 10 having an
axle size that matches the base 120, the retaining nut 160 is
removed and the base 120 is passed through the wheel (in
some embodiments, through the wheel bearings 12 and seals
14) such that the assembly 10 is coupled (o the buse 120; the
retaining nut 160 may then be reattached. For a wheel and tire
assembly 10 having an axle size that is larger than the base
120, the retaining nut 160 may be removed, one of the bush-
ings 170 may be slid over (he base 120, and the base 120 may
be passed through the wheel (in some embodiments, through
the wheel bearings 12 and seals 14). When in use with the
wheel bearings 12 and seals 14, the second bushing 170 may
then be slid over the base 120 and through the seals 14 unlil a
lip 171 of the bushing 170 contacts the wheel bearing 12, and
the retaining nut 160 may be reattached. Regardless of
whether the bushings 170 are used, the wheel and tire assem-
bly 10 may generally include a brake disc or drum during
balancing if the wheel is equipped with a brake disc or drum.

Once the wheel balancer 100 is coupled to the wheel and
tire assembly 10, the cable 110 may be suspended from any
appropriate support (e.g., by the loop 112). The piston 140
may be raised to an uppermost position away from the base
distal end 1205, minimizing sensitivity in the wheel balancer
100. Once the wheel and tire assembly 10 come (o rest,
weighits may be added and distributed as needed to balance
the wheel and tire assembly 10. Balance is achieved when the
cable 110 is centered in the circular opening 155.

To increase the sensilivity ol the wheel balancer 100 and
the precision of the balance, the piston 140 may then be
lowered toward the base distal end 1206—causing the restric-
tion 150 (and, thus, the pivot point for the cable 110) to move
closer to the base distal end 1205b. Weights may again be
added and distributed as needed to balance the wheel and tire
assembly 10, and balance is achieved when the cable 110 is
centered in the circular opening 155. The piston 140 may be
successively lowered and weights may be added and distrib-
uted until the desired balance precision is achieved. However,
if the restriction 150 (and, thus, the pivot point for the cable
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110) is below the center of gravity for the wheel and tire
assembly 10, balancing will become impossible; the piston
140 should then be moved upwardly (i.e., away from the base
distal end 1205) to verify or alter balance.

Once the desired balance precision is obtained, the retain-
ing nut 160 may be removed and the wheel and tire assembly
10 may be separated from the wheel balancer 100. The
weights may then be fixed to the wheel. To obtain the best
dynamic balance results, it may be desirable for the weights to
be evenly distributed between top and bottom surfaces. Once
the weights are fixed to the wheel, the wheel and tire assembly
10 may be reinstalled on the wheel balancer 10 to verify
balance, and weights may be added or adjusted if needed.

Many different arrangements of the various components
depicted, as well as components not shown, are possible
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
invention. Embodiments of the present invention have been
described with the intent to be illustrative rather than restric-
tive. Alternative embodiments will become apparent to those
skilled in the art that do not depart from its scope. A skilled
artisan may develop alternative means of implementing the
aforementioned improvements without departing from the
scope of the present invention. It will be understood that
certain features and subcombinations are of utility and may
be employed without reference to other features and subcom-
binations and are contemplated within the scope of the
claims.

We claim:

1. A wheel balancer, comprising:

a cable;

a piston having proximal and distal ends and a hollow

interior area for passing the cable therethrough;

a base having proximal and distal ends and a hollow inte-
rior area for passing the cable (herethrough; the piston
being extendable and retractable relative to the base such
that the piston distal end is movable toward and away
from the base distal end; the cable passing through the
piston interior area and the buse interior area and being
operatively coupled to the base; and

a restriction along the hollow interior arca of the piston, the
restriction being movahle with the piston and forming a
pivot point for the cable.

2. The wheel balancer of claim 1, wherein the piston proxi-
mal end includes structure for indicating orientation of the
piston relative to the cable.

3. The wheel balancer of claim 2, wherein the cable is
coupled to the base distal end.

4. The wheel balancer of claim 3, wherein:

the structure for indicating orientation is a circular open-
ing; and

the cable, when extending linearly from the base distal end
to past the piston proximal end, passes through a center-
point of the circular opening.

5. The wheel balancer of claim 4, wherein the piston

extends inside the base.

6. The wheel balancer of claim 5, wherein the piston is
slidable relalive to the base for extending and relracting the
piston relative to the base.

7. The wheel balancer of claim 6, further comprising a
retaining nut removably coupled to the base adjacent the base
proximal end.

8. The wheel balancer of claim 7, wherein the base is
configured for receipt inside a wheel.

9. The wheel balancer of claim 8, further comprising a
bushing for passing between the base and the wheel.

10. The wheel balancer of claim 1, further comprising
means for coupling the cable to a support.
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11. The wheel balancer of claim 1, wherein the cable is
coupled to the base distal end.
12. The wheel balancer of claim 1, wherein the restriction
is at the piston distal end.
13. The wheel balancer of claim 1, wherein the base is
configured for receipt inside a wheel.
14. The wheel balancer of claim 13, wherein the base is
configured for receipt inside wheel bearings.
15. The wheel balancer of claim 1, wherein:
(he cable has a support end for being fastened (o a support;
and
adistance between the cable support end and the base distal
end is generally constant when the cable is extended.
16. A wheel balancer, comprising:
acable having a support end for being fastened to a support;
a first member having proximal and distal ends and a hol-
low interior area for passing the cable therethrough, the
cable passing through the first member interior area and
being operatively coupled to the first member such that
a distance between the cable support end and the first
member distal end is generally constant when the cable
is extended;
a second member being extendable and retractable relative
to the first member such that a distal end of the second
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member is movable toward and away from the first
member distal end; the cable passing through a hollow
interior area of the second member;

a restriction along the hollow interior area of the second
member, the restriction being movable with the second
member and funning a pivot point for the cable; and

structure for indicating orientation of the second member
relative to the cable.

17. The wheel balancer of claim 16, wherein;

the second member extends inside the first member;

the first member is configured [or receipt inside a wheel;

the structure for indicating orientation is a circular open-
ing; and

the cable, when extending linearly from the first member
distal end to past a proximal end of the second member,
passes through a centerpoint of the circular opening,

18. The Wheel balancer of claim 16, wherein the sccond

member is slidable relative to the first member for extending
and retracting the second member relative to the first member.

19. The wheel balancer of claim 16, further comprising a

bushing for passing between the first member and the wheel.

20. The wheel balancer of claim 16, wherein the second

member is a piston.



