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It’s billed as “the Academy 
Awards of the engineering 
industry”.  Each year the 
American Council of Engi-
neering Companies (ACEC) 
honors the most outstanding 
engineering accomplish-
ments. 
 

The Kansas Airspace Aware-
ness Tool (KAAT) was se-
lected as one of the top 24 
projects in 2011 and was 
given the Honor Award at 
ACEC’s annual gala.  In fact, 
the KAAT was #1 on the list 
of Honor Award recipients 
and finished 8th overall.  The 
seven grand awards selected 
all topped $1 billion in 
budget. 
 

To put this in perspective, the 
KAAT project was made pos-
sible by a grant from the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration 
for approximately $265,000.  
  

The ACEC’s Annual Engi-
neering Excellence Awards 

Gala, a black-tie event held 
in Washington D.C., attracted 
more than 600 members, 
guests, industry leaders and 
members of Congress.   
 

On April 17, Ed Young, 
KDOT Aviation Director, trav-
eled with representatives 
from Burns and McDonnell to 

attend the gala and receive 
the award.   
 

At the 2011 gala, projects 
that received the Honor 
Award include multi-million 
dollar engineering efforts, 
such as: The New Arrowhead 
Stadium in Kansas City, MO; 
and the Songdo Convensia in 

They like us! They really like us! 
KAAT team earns KCEC Honors Award 

Incheon, South Korea.  Fea-
tured projects this year in-
cluded the Grand Canyon 
overlook, Louisville Arena and 
several projects in New Or-
leans. 
 

“It’s certainly a humbling ex-
perience to see our project be 
recognized and given such a 
prestigious award with so 
many other outstanding, high-
dollar, high-impact projects 
from around the world,” said 
Ed Young.  “It’s just a testa-
ment to the collaborative ef-
forts and hard-work of every-
one involved.” 
 

KDOT staff (not pictured) have 
been extremely helpful in 
keeping the tool up and run-
ning, including Joel Davidson, 
Computer Services, and Nick 
Callaghan, GIS. 
 

The KAAT is the first of its 
kind in the nation and contin-
ues to broaden its application 
and utility.   
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KDOT welcomes its newest leader: Mike King 
On March 23, Governor Sam 
Brownback, standing along-
side Acting Secretary Barb 
Rankin, announced the se-
lection of McPherson busi-
nessman, Mike King, to be 
the Secretary of the Kansas 
Department of Transporta-
tion. 
 

Originally from Heston, Sec-
retary King brings more than 
30 years of private sector 
experience in transportation 
and energy construction.   

“This position allow me the 
opportunity to serve my state 
and the people that make 
Kansas a great place to live 
and do business,” King said. 
 

Secretary King previously used 
general aviation aircraft for 
business purposes and under-
stands the efficiency of utilizing 
the aviation system.  His 
brother is also a captain for a 
major commercial airline. 
 

Barb Rankin has returned to 
her role in the agency as the 
leader of the Office of Chief 
Counsel. 
 

Please join us in welcoming 
Mike King to KDOT. 

The award winning team, KDOT Aviation with Burns and McDonnell.   
Back row (L-R): George Laliberte, Robert Crain, Dave Hadel, Jesse Romo.  
Front row (L-R): Ryan Boyce, Katherine Franke, Ed Young, James Katz. 

Sec. Mike King 
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While on our page, you may notice that 
we have started making videos.  There 
is an aviation update video and the first 
installment of the State of Kansas 
Aviation Video Logbook. 

 

The update gives an overview of what 
your KDOT Aviation staff have been up 

to, while the Video Logbook takes 
two minutes to highlight a particular 
topic.   

 

The first topic covered was the im-
portance of mar-
keting your airport.  
Ed Young spoke 
about the impor-
tance of putting up 
a good face and 
making sure that 
your airport is a 
part of your com-
munity and not just 
located in one. 

 

If you have an 
idea for a future 
topic, send us an 
email and let us 
k n o w  y o u r 

thoughts.  A collection of these vid-
eos is also available on our You-
Tube channel. 

Since our last issue, the Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation has discontinued 
the usage of its own social networking 
site, K-TOC. 

 

K-TOC had become a 
great resource for 
KDOT Aviation staff to 
post information re-
lated to events around 
the state, new legisla-
tion and FAA funding 
issues.   

 

KDOT Aviation will 
continue to post useful 
resources and infor-
mation on our Face-
book page.  If you 
haven’t already done 
so, please go to 
www.facebook.com/
KDOTAviation and “Like” us. 

 

KDOT Aviation on social media 

KCAE hosts first-ever aviation law symposium 

The Kansas Commission on 
Aerospace Education was 
formed by a Governor’s Ex-
ecutive Order in 1945.  Since 
then, the group has led the 
charge with promoting avia-
tion education throughout the 
state. 
 

Under new leadership, the KCAE 
has started expanding its horizons.  
On February 3, the KCAE organized 
and hosted the first-ever Legal As-
pects of Planes, Pilots and Airports 
Symposium at Benton’s Stearman 
Field Airport. 
 

This aviation law seminar was ap-
proved by the state Continuing Le-
gal Education (CLE) commission for 
attorneys to receive required CLE 
credit.   

 

In addition to lawyers, the event also 
drew the attendance of airport manag-
ers and other interested parties.   
 

KDOT Aviation staff, Ed Young and 
Jesse Romo, were two of the sched-
uled presenters who covered topics on 
land-use (airspace protection ordi-
nances), aviation medical exams, and 
aircraft accidents.  The event culmi-
nated in a wild game of NTSB Jeop-
ardy where the room was divided into 

teams and competed for 
bragging rights. 
 

“This was our first attempt at 
an event like this,” said Brian 
Youngers KCAE president 
excitedly.  “It was a great 
event and we look forward to 
organizing another one.” 

 

You can be alerted to KCAE events 
like this by following them on Face-
book. 

www.facebook.com/KDOTAviation www.youtube.com/KDOTAviation 
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As a grass strip based instructor, 
spring is usually a time to brush the 
rust off and get back into the art and 
science of flying.   

 

This winter was so mild and the 
Vinland Valley Aerodrome 
is so well maintained that I 
flew almost every weekend 
this winter.  I typically ar-
rived as the coffee klatch 
group departed  for Gardner 
or Miami County.   

 

It’s a marvelous sight to see 
the old Luscombes and 
Cessna 120’s spiriting into 
the air.  The fact that these 
60-year-old aircraft are in 
such great flying shape is a 
tribute to the airplane’s de-
sign, the owners, and 
McFarlane Aviation that 
owns and operates the 
field.  They happen to hold 
the rights to make a large 
number of replacement 
parts needed to maintain 
the aging general aviation 
fleet.   

 

McFarlane has managed to 
expand its business in the 
midst of this recession – an 
expression of the very Kan-
san feeling that aviation and 
general aviation in particu-
lar will survive.  This avia-
tion optimism is true of hundreds of 
businesses across Kansas. 

 

As an instructor at Vinland, I actually 
work for the student.  He or she pays 
for my time and advice directly.  As 
such, I am very deliberate in my in-
struction.   

 

As a new student and I walked out to 
inspect the field, one of the elder 
statesman of the coffee klatch yelled 

out to us, “that field is fine.”  He was 
right, of course.  The field was in great 
shape.   

 

It had been two or three days since it 
rained.  The wind blew, as if that is an 

issue in Kansas, during the interven-
ing days, so the field was dry and 
firm.  But, we walked the field any-
how. It was a time to talk about the 
cues I look for in landing and taking 
off from grass.   

 

It was a time to talk about the differ-
ence in takeoff roll for a tail dragging 
Cessna 120 lightly loaded and a 
Cessna 152 just shy of maximum 
gross.   

 

It was a time to talk about go / no go 
decisions.  It was a time to talk about 
landing conditions at other airports 
and how to accumulate that informa-
tion.   

 

Frankly, I usually need to walk 
off breakfast to make sure that 
we are under maximum 
gross.  After the klatch took off, 
we taxied to the end and per-
formed an unremarkable take 
off.   

 

I am deliberate with my preflight 
in spring.  The aircraft itself is 
susceptible to the joys of spring.   

 

Birds long for a cozy place to 
make a nest in spring.  Mammals 
find a warm aircraft engine a 
lovely place to rest during cool 
overnights.   

 

Spring weather is not nearly as 
predictable as the afternoon 
thunderstorms, you can count on 
e v e r y  d a y  d u r i n g  l a t e 
May.  Spring weather is more 
nuanced.   

 

The burning of the prairie adds 
to the excitement of a cross 
country in spring. I also find that 
not all grass strips drain as 
nicely as K64.   

 

During the winter, I warned about the 
danger of rushing through a pre-
flight.  In the spring, the temptation is 
to get into the air as quickly as possi-
ble.   

 

Enjoy the walk.  Gather the informa-
tion.  Enjoy the flight and enjoy 
spring.   

Spring Season FlyingSpring Season Flying  
An (Ed)itorial by Ed Young, Flight InstructorAn (Ed)itorial by Ed Young, Flight Instructor  
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Garden City lands an American Eagle 

On April 3, Garden City Regional 
Airport (GCK) kicked off round-trip 
regional jet service to Dallas-Fort 
Worth Airport (DFW) provided by 
American Eagle. 

 

KDOT Secretary Mike King delivered 
remarks on behalf of the state at the 
event.  This was Sec. King’s first 
speaking engagement as Secretary 
of KDOT and only his second day of 
work.   

 

In his 
remarks, 
Sec. King 
h i g h -
l i g h t e d 
the fact 
that the 
launch of 
this ser-
vice was 
m a d e 
possib le 
by a col-
laborative 
e f f o r t .  
Not only were federal and state 
funds contributing to the service, but 
both the cities of Garden and Dodge 
worked together towards this com-
mon goal. 

 

Southwest Kansas now can fly west 
to Denver from Dodge City, or they 
can fly south to DFW from Garden 
City.    

 

Sec. King likened the regional jet ser-
vice to a freeway on-ramp, “once a 
ramp gets you on the freeway, you 
can pretty much go wherever you like.  
Likewise, once air travelers are in the 
national aviation system, the sky is 
the limit; you can literally go anywhere 
in the world.”   

 

You can watch Sec. King’s remarks in 
their entirety on the KDOT Aviation 
YouTube channel.   

 

The event to celebrate the new ser-
vice was well attended with several 
dignitaries present.  The visitor who 
arrived to the biggest applause, how-
ever, was the American Eagle air-
plane itself.   

 

There were two tornadoes that struck 
the Dallas and Fort Worth area almost 
immediately after the American Eagle 
flight departed DFW for GCK.  Shortly 
after their departure, American Air-
lines shut down their headquarters 
and evacuated all of their staff.  Sev-
eral aircraft suffered damages but 

there were no reports of any human 
fatalities. 

 

When the flight arrived there were loud 
cheers.  Then they announced that the 
two pilots aboard the flight were both 
from Syracuse, Kan. and that’s when 
the crowd went wild.  The grandparents 
of the pilots were present and also re-
ceived a nice ovation.   

 

 

American Eagle has had tremendous 
success flying out of Manhattan Re-
gional Airport (MHK), which was men-
tioned during the ceremony; yet, the 
service opportunity for southwest Kan-
sas can only be a success if the good 
people of southwest Kansas take ad-
vantage of the flights made available.   
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OPERATION BLACKBIRD 
SR-71 Spytacular in Hutch 

It’s hard not to notice.  As 
soon as you walk into the 
Cosmosphere you can see 
a Blackbird on display. 
 
For those that have ever 
stood and wondered what it 
would be like to fly one of 
those planes, this August is 
your chance to ask an SR-
71 pilot about his experi-
ences flying a Blackbird. 
 
Buz Carperter, legendary 
SR-71 pilot, will be on-hand 
to help host an event at the 
Kansas Cosmosphere and 
Space Center in Hutchison, 
Kan. 
 

There will be opportunities 
to enjoy documentaries, 
watch IMAX films, eat lunch 
with the crew and hear the 
stories from live and in-
person SR-71 pilots. 
 
You can also fly in to the 
event at Hutchison Airport 
(HUT), enjoy free breakfast 
in the hangar and get fuel 
discounts from Wells Air-
craft.  There will also be a 
free shuttle from the airport 
to the Cosmosphere for fly-
in pilots and their guests. 
 
Check out the flyer for more 
information. 

Facts about cracks 
If you’ve ever been to an 
airport, then you’ve seen 
them.  No, not airplanes.  
We’re talking 
about cracks.  
But how well 
do you know 
your crack 
types? 
 

As you may 
recall, KDOT 
Aviation with 
the help of 
B u r n s  & 
M c D o n n e l l 
and Benesch, 
are perform-
ing pavement 
inspections at 
all public-use 
a i r p o r t s 
across Kansas.  As they 
travel the state, they are 
providing some interesting 
feedback. 

Did you know...ASR (Alkali 
Silica Reactivity) cracking 
looks similar to D-cracking 

but are very dif-
ferent.  ASR is a 
chemical reac-
tion that may 
expose itself by 
oozing out a 
gray or white gel 
from cracks, 
while D-cracking 
is a freeze-thaw 
material issue.   
 

The only way to 
be sure your 
airport has ASR 
cracking is to 
perform a petro-
graphic analysis.  
Learn more 

here.  We’ll keep everyone 
updated as we learn more 
about the wonders of pave-
ment cracking.   

Similar to the Rolling Stones, 
we were reaching our 19th 
Nervous Breakdown when it 
came to discussing the fu-
ture of FAA funding.  We 
survived 23 short-term fund-
ing bills (continuing resolu-
tions) but now have a 4-year 
program in place.  However, 
it appears that the funding 
cost-share will go from a 
95/5 to a 90/10 split, which 
means that local airport 
sponsors will see an in-
crease to their share.  The 
issues concerning most eve-
ryone are when it starts and 
who it impacts?  It’s retro-
active to this year’s funding 
and may impact all but a few 
airports in Kansas.  We’ll 
keep you posted when we 
know more. 
 

Meanwhile, the Beaumont 
Hotel has filed with the FAA 
to change their status from a 
private-use to a public-use 

airport.  We look forward to 
working with the good folks 
of Beaumont.  More info 
here.  
 

Speaking of new airports, 
the new Rooks County Re-
gional Airport is officially 
open for business!  This was 
a tremendous cooperative 
effort between the local, 
state and federal govern-
ments to bring this airport to 
fruition.  Check out their site. 
 

The FAA Central Region has 
just issued their Airport Divi-
sion Newsletter.  Here it is.  
 

A special thanks to Jason 
Fuehne at B&M for helping 
us understand ASR and pro-
viding pictures for our article. 
 

Have an idea for a future 
newsletter article?  Shoot us 
an email message!  Thanks! 

ASR cracking 

D-cracking 

Other facts and tidbits 
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KDOT Aviation Director, Ed 
Young, was an invited 
speaker for aviation confer-
ences in Nebraska and Okla-
homa.   
 
In Nebraska, Ed 
dressed in a 
r e t r o  b a r n -
stormer outfit to 
stress the impor-
tance of having 
the willingness 
to go the extra 
mile to promote 
your airport. 
 
Ed spoke of a 
more simple 
time when the 
enthusiasm for 
aviation was far 
more prevalent 
than the fear of 
regulation and 
oversight.   
 
“Are you willing to be a bill-
board for your airport?”, Ed 
asked the crowd.   
 
Of course his attire was an 
exaggeration of what you can 
individually do to market your 
airport, but the point re-

Airport billboard material 
Marketing Your Airport 

Kansas Department of Transportation 

Division of Aviation  

Newsletter Editor: Jesse R. Romo  
       jromo@ksdot.org 

Serving the Kansas Aviation Community 

Eisenhower State Office Building 

700 SW Harrison Street 

Topeka, KS 66603 

Phone: 785-296-2553 

Fax: 785-296-3833  

email: KDOTAviation@ksdot.org  

Division Staff:    C. Edward Young,  George Laliberte,  Jesse R. Romo 

Airport Directory: 2012-2013 
Every two years the KDOT Aviation office publishes a 
revised Kansas Airport Directory.  The 2012-2013 edition 
is under construction and should be completed in the 
next two months.  This is “last call” to inform us of any 
edits you’d like to see for your airport. 

If you are not on our normal distribution list and would 
like a copy, please contact our office.  An electronic ver-
sion will be made available on our website and its avail-
ability announced on our Facebook page. 

Orange Hero Awards 

And the hits keep on coming!  
In December of 
2011,  former Secre-
tary Deb Miller pre-
sented the KDOT 
Aviation staff with an 
Orange Hero Award 
for their team accom-
plishments.   
 

The Orange Hero 
Awards were created by 
KDOT to acknowledge staff 

who go above and beyond, 
or are able to accomplish 
something extraordinary.   
 

KDOT Aviation staff had 
developed the airspace 
awareness tool, devel-
oped a training program 
for law enforcement op-
erations on airports and 
had several other ac-

complishments in 2011. 

The South Central Chapter 
of the American Associa-
tion of Airport Executives 
(SCC AAAE) hosted their 
annual conference in 
Wichita, Kan., March 24 to 
28.   
 

Representatives from air-
ports across several states 
were in attendance, includ-
ing Kansas, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma and Texas.  
The event also drew atten-
dance from a variety of 
contractors and consult-
ants. 
 

KDOT Aviation staff were 
also in attendance and 
had a booth set up where 
hands-on demonstrations 
of the airspace awareness 
tool were given. 
 

KDOT Aviation Director, 
Ed Young, was a panelist 
member for the Round 
Table and Q&A with State 
and Federal Aviation Offi-

cials.  Sitting alongside Ed 
were Victor Bird, Director of 
Oklahoma, David Fulton, 
Director of TxDOT Aviation, 
and Jim Johnson, FAA 
Central Region Airports 
Division Manager.  Click 
here to listen to a portion of 
Ed’s comments. 
 

 

A noteworthy moment oc-
curred when Tim Rogers, 
Executive Director of the 
Salina Airport Authority, 
was honored with the Dis-
tinguished Service Award 
(DSA).  According to AAAE, 
DSA winners exemplify the 
best in airport management 
by continually bringing 
credit to the profession and 
the aviation community. 
 

mained.  In order to tell your 
airport’s story, you need to re-
main engaged in the local dia-
logue. 
 
Your airport needs to be a part 

of the community, 
and not just lo-
cated in one. 
 
Airports should 
engage in the 
new age of digital 
communication, 
whether it be 
through Face-
book, Twitter or 
other means.   
 
Airports should 
also take pictures 
of people smiling 
while attending 
airport events 
and then post 

those pictures.  “If you can’t find 
10 people smiling at your airport, 
then you need to ask yourself 
‘why?’,” Ed continued, “and find 
out what you can do to turn that 
frown upside down.” 
 
Ed discusses these ideas on the 
State of Kansas Aviation Video 
Logbook.  Check it out here. 

Airports conference in 
Wichitawesome! 
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